IMPHAL

MARCH—JULY 1944

FLYING into Imphal from any direction you pass oveile after mile of rolling green
hills, along whose crests and wooded flanks broathyways wind like serpents. Hardly a
village is seen. Then, suddenly, these hills fathya steeply, “running down into the flat
brown and yellow plain of paddy fields and swamgikels like cliffs into the sea.”

At the end of March the encircling hills, having@our of green and terracotta, clashed
sharply with the greys and buffs of the parchedhplahere the earth crumbled for want
of rain. To dig gun-pits and trenches into the pafilelds was like cutting into iron. But
the monsoon was not far distant, and then theafuke tracks would be changed into
mud, and the dry waterways into coursing torrents.

Imphal looked a small town to the troops who, imi&s or on foot, hurried through its
blossomed avenues. The town, in reality a serieglining villages, has its houses of
stone and white plaster, and its wooden thatchés] Burrounded or sub-divided by
bamboo clumps. Further out, the small, rectangulages are enclosed in bamboo
hedges, with dusty tracks running through the naddl

The inhabitants of this capital of Manipur Statath its own maharajah, presented a
contrast to the people of Arakan, for they woraulevhite shirts instead of the coloured
longyi, and could afford bicycles and wrist watches. Asxhpanese invaders drew
nearer, the bullock carts that hitherto had createdly along the roads carrying loads
of grain or wool were now turned to a different wdrefugees from the outer villages
came into the centre of the plain. And their cantse piled high with household goods,
with mattresses and wooden bedsteads, with fuendgod cooking pots.

The 17th Indian Division was still fighting its wanprth up the road from Tiddim, along
which it had with great skill staved off the comgtthreat of encirclement and total
destruction. To help it reach our outer defence &rfew miles south of Imphal, part of
the 23rd Indian Division was sent across, the onegrdapanese were stopped, and our
positions stabilized. This done, the 23rd Indiami§lon took up posts on the east and
north-east of Imphal. And the 20th Indian Divisiguolling back from Tamu, against
which the enemy advanced with the greater partsofamks and artillery, held the south-
eastern part of the front, centred upon Palel.

When the Fifth Indian Division, less 161 Brigadestfarrived in Imphal, on several
different airfields, staff officers of Four Corpsbdquarters quickly assembled units
company by company, and rushed them to the frome. Commanding Officer, who
arrived after two of his infantry companies, wamashed to find that they were both on
their way to the front up different roads.



The first main action in which troops of the Divisiwere engaged about Imphal
occurred on March 22. Forward of a village nameddr,itwenty-six miles north-east
from Imphal on the Ukhrul road, the Japanese wetaeking the 50th Gurkha Parachute
Brigade, which had only two battalions and had kst in as -reinforcement to Four
Corps. To assist in the defence of this positiba,2/1st Punjab (Lieutenant-Colonel W.
G. Smith) were sent from 123 Brigade.

As contact could not be made with the ParachutgaBe itsel—the enemy was fighting
on all sides—Colonel Smith took command of the amstiation box that had been
formed a short way to the rear. During the nightaich 24-3 one of his rifle
companies holding a peak four thousand feet hightlezn fiercely attacked. When
ammunition was all but exhausted and the strengtbhndepleted by casualties, our men
were withdrawn. Now Smith co-ordinated the defeneesl called down an airstrike
upon this hill vacated by his troops.

The news from the 50th Parachute Brigade furthevdod was most serious. The
situation there had deteriorated. Litan could etheld, and the position was now too
far out from Imphal to prevent it from becomingleted. The mauled Parachute Brigade
had to extricate itself and return to Imphal.

And when, on the 26th, Brigadier Evans arrivedtangcene with his two other battalion
commanders, it was decided that all the troop28fBrigade should be withdrawn by
the next morning. The 2/1st Punjab covered thamgtadministration troops, from the
slopes of a peak half a mile west of Litan. ‘Hendydwo of Colonel Smith’s companies
were properly dug in; the other companies had loédiged to move after setting fire to
such stores as could not be evacuated. And at @iglotk the enemy attacked.

Now began one of the most nerve-racking nightsiénktattalion’s history. ‘C’ Company,
on a small hill five hundred yards from Smith’s tigaarters, was attacked by a battalion
of Japanese troops. Without a break the battledrdgeugh the night. Part of the
company was overrun. Hand-to-hand fighting wasefrhost ferocious. But the enemy
was repulsed. The Company Commander, Major J. Walkas killed at midnight while
directing a precarious defence, and Subadar Waldya took charge. Above the noise
of battle his voice could be heard encouragingtiee as they drove off one assault after
another. He urged them on to kill the enemy troag®) rushed forward without regard
for casualties. And with their war cry he led thamtil after three hours’ stern fighting
this brave man, covered with wounds, was obligetatad over command to another
V.C.O. Walayat Khan’s gallantry during this criticaght was recognized by the award
of the Indian Order of Merit.

Though our men held out until daybreak, only sixh#f fifty who had started the fight
remained unwounded. Why the Japanese did not aeiowen the hill to one side of ‘C’
Company is not known. Had they done so, Smith’'sabah headquarters could scarcely
have avoided annihilation. For the men were notiduthey were dispersed on the
slopes. It says much for the fire control of thpaes that not one shot was fired by
headquarters company that night, for all the irggm®vocation and imminent danger.



It was a tired and shaken battalion that withdnewthie morning through the, positions of
the 2nd Suffolks and settled into a village eigliemout of Imphal.

* * * * *

During the next two weeks the three battalions2# Brigade patrolled the villages east
and north-east of Imphal. Their efforts were dieelctowards cutting the Japanese supply
routes up and down the valleys that skirted thehimhplain, and daily our patrols fought
engagements with groups of enemy soldiers. Wheal lokagers reported the presence
of Japanese looting parties, the Royal Air Fora @onners bombarded the place. It was
a battle for the lines of communication, upon which enemy depended so much for his
ability to hold out upon the hills which he capti@nd to maintain the impetus ‘of his
invasion, the opening phases of which had beemgondantly successful. Long recon-
naissance patrols were sent out for several dagsimte to search for the enemy. Raiding
parties attacked villages from which the enemy kvasvn to take food by night.
Ammunition dumps were bombed and mule convoysedraf

But although our men gained the, upper hand iretBesall brushes with the Japanese,
and inflicted considerable losses upon them botiuman lives and in war material, the
enemy continued to make progress towards Imphal.tArarrest his advance meant full-
scale battles that involved a battalion or moraation. The first of these battles occurred
on the Imphal—Kohima road, fifteen miles north loé tManipur capital at a village
named Kanglatongbi. By cutting this road, the dagsa had encircled Imphal. The town
set in its plain was now besieged. All suppliestodae flown in to the airstrip, near
which Four Corps Headquarters had formed the ‘Keegefensive box based upon a
group of hillocks in the centre that stretched bawatrds into the plain to within a mile of
Imphal. In order to cut down the strength of theigan and, thereby, the rations needed
each day, 50,000 non-combatant troops had eittear &eacuated before the road was
cut, or were now sent out in returning aircratt.

At Kanglatongbi, spread over a considerable arear Eorps had an Ordnance Dump
and Reinforcement Camp. On the night of April #1& Japanese penetrated the area.
All the troops from our administration units hacbevithdrawn into what was known as
‘Lion’ Box, a mile farther south. The occupantsios box numbered some 12,000 men,
of whom the only real fighting units were two Sapp&ld Companies and a company of
the Assam Rifles.

When the Japanese first attacked astride ‘this moaid from the north, Salomons’ Nine
Brigade was still in reserve. Its task had beetetstroy any Japanese who succeeded in
penetrating through or round 123 Brigade. The 32@iis and 3/i4th Punjab had pat.
rolled with vigour to find out the routes of anyegny enveloping moves, and to
anticipate the enemy on any vital hill that covettegse routes. But to counter this new
threat the 2nd West Yorkshires , supported by goadron of the 3rd Dragoon Guards
with Lee tanks, were at once ordered out to tHagal of Sengmai , a mile south of Lion



Box. The battalion formed a firm base here, anddrddrs to ensure that the box was not
overrun during daylight and that no enemy partidsaced any farther south. On April 5
and 6 West Yorkshire platoons, accompanied by tgrsolled’ forward to Lion Box,
dealt with any groups of Japanese troops’ who leaipated our defences during the
previous night, and mopped up all resistance #raarned, before returning to Sengmai
at dusk.

Then, on the morning of April 7, strong enemy ptivere reported to have, entered the
box. So Colonel Cree sent one platoon and tanksith the Japanese. But, at nine
o’clock , the evacuation of Lion Box was orderedidAhe task of Cree‘s West
Yorkshires became that of covering this evacua#atordingly, the battalion moved
forward to position inside the box. At noon thehdlitawal started. The troops marched
back along the road into the centre of Imphal, evbdnvoys of lorries were sent up to
Kanglatongbi to bring back some of the more imgatrstores from our dumps
there. During this evacuation; the enemy shelledolce with a 75mm. gun. And it was
during this bombardment that the A/Q of the Diwsitieutenant-Colonel Norman
Maclaurin, was killed while trying to disentangléraffic block near Kanglatongbi. He
had been with the Division for eighteen months¢sitne days of Quetta Camp outside
Baghdad . He was a delightful personality, of vé@teents, for besides being a good
caricaturist, he was an expert at Scottish daraceba piper of merit. In rest areas he
could be seen walking up and down outside his @aying his pipes. And, fittingly, a
piper from the nearby Seaforth Highlanders came twvpipe a lament at his funeral.

After much insistence on the part of General Brjdlgs vacant post was filled by
Maclaurin’s deputy, Major T. C. W. Roe, one of thest prominent and veteran
members of Divisional Headquarters. .

The second main battle in which the Division wasoled during April was on the
slopes and summit of Numshigum. This, one of thetnaibal, hills north of Imphal, was
a sprawling feature that butted far into the plémgreen ridge extended over some
seven thousand yards, its highest part rose to@feé®t high, and the hill overtopped the
surrounding paddy fields by more than a thousaatl fe

So committed were Colonel Gerty’s 3/9th Jats alyestoss part of our northern front
that the only troops available for holding Numsimgwere a platoon from his ‘B’
Company and the Jat guerilla platoon. Of these ‘maomber were newly joined
recruits, and of automatic weapons the force hadhree. To reach the summit meant a
climb of an hour and a half up steep grassy sldpad, when Lieutenant Sam and his
men did arrive on top they had little enough timelig and wire a defence position
before darkness fell upon the plain and its enaigchills.

At three o’clock in the morning of April 7 the Jaygse sent two companies to attack
Numshigum from the north. They chose a time whesngtwind and a rainstorm had
reduced visibility to a few yards and when the sisuof approaching troops would be



covered by the weather’s violence. The brunt of gtifong attack was borne by the
platoon of ‘B’ Company. The havildar was killed lgan the engagement. ‘By half past
six the Jats had suffered twenty-four casualtiée Josition on Numshigum was
menaced from all sides by the enemy’s superiongtreand fire power, and permission
was given by Colonel Gerty for the survivors of tvi® platoons to withdraw from the
hilltop. Particular gallantry in this night actievas displayed by Havildar Munshi Ram,
who, when his platoon commander was killed, wenwéwd to encourage his men. A
grenade shattered his hand. He was badly woundibe ifmot. And in darkness he was
left for dead on the summit. Later that day MurfRam survived an airstrike when
Hurribombers bombed and strafed the Japanese osiNgam, but even then his
misfortunes were not ended. The Japanese threvddnwn the hillside. Nevertheless,
though weak from loss of blood and shock, this ldavistruggled into Gerty’s
headquarters down beside the road. There he dedHis wounds soon afterwards. He
was posthumously awarded the Indian Order of Merit.

That Numshigum be recaptured, and with all speed, imperative, for there was not one
good defensive position between this hill and Impisalf. Colonel Gerty sent ‘A’
Company (Major Risal Singh) and the hill was takeith surprisingly light opposition.
The enemy had found the cost of his night attaoksigh that he withdrew without
offering his usual tenacious resistance. And hismer-attacks that night were easily
repulsed.

During April 8 and 9 the enemy made several ha#frtezl assaults against the Jats, and
on the night of the 9th his efforts, though mogedained and supported by five
machine-guns, served him nothing. An entire battedvas used in these attempts to oust
the Jats. It later transpired from a captured dilaay the death of four Japanese officers
in the early attacks had so incensed the remabfiingers that they had determined to
avenge their deaths whatever the cost.

The following night ‘A’ Company were harassed byamiae-guns that worked steadily
nearer to our positions. When at first light a Jegs2 75 mm. gun fired a heavy
concentration upon the Jat company, three of oanBuns were struck. This was a
serious loss. And its gravity was felt when, takamtyantage of artillery fire, the enemy
soldiers moved round the flanks with machine-gurslaunched a fierce attack that was
pressed forward regardless of casualties. By se\obock our forward platoons had been
overrun. Ammunition was down to the last few roundse company had thirty
casualties. And ‘D’ Company, then on its way up ltliside to reinforce the position,
was still some way from the summit. Our men hadheeistrength nor weapons to keep
back the pressure long enough to give time forhhigying relief to arrive. And so
permission had to be given for the mauled ‘A’ Compto retire from Numshigum,
leaving this vital hill a second time in enemy hand

But the enemy could not be allowed to remain os daminant ridge. No effort to drive
him back must be spared. The threat to our nortfierm of his presence on this buttress
was too grave to be tolerated. Accordingly, Coldaetty sent in his ‘B’ and ‘C’
Companies, after an inaccurate airstrike and acée artillery concentration. The plan



was for two platoons of ‘B’ Company under Major&.Sell to form base some three
hundred feet from the top, while the third plat@@cured a knob a short way farther
south, in order to prevent enemy flanking fire frtmat direction.

Then, as soon as ‘B’ Company was firmly establisis&dl’'s men would pass through to
capture Numshigum itself.

There was no cover save a few foxholes ‘B’ Compaag soon pinned down by heavy
fire. The one platoon failed to capture the kntdbcommander was wounded, and our
artillery could not reach the enemy-machine-guasysll sited were they. Major Graham
Sell was killed early on. So was his subadar. Whet,30 p.m. , it became evident that
both companies were losing men to no advantagethadur attack could ‘not make
progress, Gerty brought his men back, after a mgraf stern fighting and severe loss.
During the withdrawal a party of stretcher-bearees left behind, trying to evacuate a
wounded Jat. For a time this was rendered impasbypllapanese machine-guns, but
when, later that afternoon, our aircraft bombed strafed Numshigum-.—it was
believed that the hill was clear ‘of our men—thékna charge, Yakub, took advantage
of the noise and confusion. Seeing that the eneadygone to ground, he lifted the
wounded soldier on to a stretcher, and had himezhdown. He buried two other Jats,
and was not molested by the cowering Japanese.\\&ilkklb was decorated with the
Military Medal for this coolness and presence ondni

Another day had passed. The Japanese still helebthenanding heights. Many good
men had been lost in a strong attempt to recapgreummit. The Jats could do no
more. The battalion had suffered heavily, and sbmgtmore powerful than an infantry
battalion was evidently required to defeat the dapa. Accordingly, General Briggs
ordered Evans’ 123 Brigade to assault NumshigurAm 13. Selected for this assault
were the 1/1% Dogras, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel F. G. ¥gpwho had
served as Brigade Major to Messervy with Nine Bdigan Eritrea , three years before.

In the middle of the 13th morning three squadrdndwricanes swooped down upon
Numshigum. One by one each aircraft dropped itshharobs,’ rose again, circled, and
entered the smoking lists a second time to spay#panese positions on the summit
with fire. From the centre of Imphal plain came thedding of many guns, as the
Divisional artillery, aided by a medium regimenvunded Numshigum with shells that
landed amid the pall of buff smoke that swathedctiest. Meanwhile, in the hot sunshine
two Dogra companies, one up each of the two mainsgjmat led to the summit from the
east side, had set off, supported by two squadrb88-ton Lee tanks from the 3rd
Carabiniers. No one knew whether the tanks wouldldbe to climb the very steep
gradients. This had never been tried before.

Colonel Woods directed that whichever company vtithanks reached the junction of
the two spurs first would be given further ordemsaorival. All communication was by
wireless. Both companies, commanded by Majors FAlden and L. H. Jo nes, reached
the junction at almost the same time and unmoldsgatie Japanese, who were
momentarily stunned by the shattering weight oflsirel bomb brought down by our



Gunners and the Royal Air Force. But from this mottke attack became stiff. While

the tanks, which had climbed up like big, slowclldeetles, balanced themselves on
knife-edge ridges and pumped bullets and shelisaaery Japanese man and bunker that
could be seen, the agile Dogras protected the fanksinterference. And under the
armoured cover they assaulted the Japanese tremctidsinkers. The struggle flickered
from bunker to bunker. If the successful co-operatietween tanks and infantry imbued
the Dogras with a sense of invincibility, yet theibstantial gains were not won except at
a price. Every single officer in that attack waléeki or wounded. Jones was wounded,
and then a second time in the chest. He was caaveg all but unconscious. Alden was
also wounded in the chest while directing operatioeside a tank. And all Carabinier
officers were killed by snipers, as they lookedrirtheir turrets to direct the battle. They
were unable to close down because the ground wasdlibly difficult, and the

position of the tanks so perilous and unusual.

The last half-hour of the fight was ordered by ®SCraddock of the Carabiniers and
Subadars Ranbir Singh and Tiru. Between thesergatian language was allowed to
present no problem. They continued the fight urdienemy troops remained upon the
main Numshigum feature. Craddock won the DistingegsConduct Medal, Subadar Tim
,the Indian Order of Merit. Both company commandeese awarded the Military Cross,
and to Colonel Woods went a D.S.O.

By nightfall the two companies were dug and, wiredl he tanks of the Carabiniers
rumbled down the hill again, taking the Dogra woethdWWhen that night the Japanese
counter-attacked in force, from Turtle farther hamtong the ridge (so’ called because of
its contour shape), our artillery brought down safflbctive defensive fire upon our
barbed wire that the disillusioned enemy was maatetirepulsed. His attack was
decisively trounced.

These Dogras come from the foothills of the Himakyfrom Kangra and Jammu . Here,
poor but industrious yeoman farmers that theythes; scrape a livelihood from their
terraced hillsides. Geographical remoteness hag it education problematic and
therefore backward, and they are conservativeain trature. But across the centuries
their position among the foothills kept them isethfrom the invasions and wars of the
Punjab plains. It also kept them from adoptingMaslem religion common to the
inhabitants of the Punjab , and in their belietsythre Hindus.

Of their Rjput origin they are intensely proudd am their own country, if asked, they
say that they are Rajput, not Dogra. To them treams membership of an untarnished
military chivalry. In their loyalty and reliabilitthey have few equals. Though small of
stature, they are wiry and their stamina and powephysical endurance remarkable.
Shy, in a childlike fashion, they respond at or@edurteous treatment, but are quick to
resent any attempt at bullying. They are charmittlg Imen, staunch, quiet, gallant
fighters. And their natural good manners and begded their British officers, in more
emotional moments, to refer to the “Gentlemen efflogra Regiment.”



In their hills of the Kangra Valley , Dogras areastomed to wear little caps, woven by
their women in complex pattens of coloured diciogsa white background. When the 1st
Battalion was sent to Arakan for the first campaitpeir ordinary forage caps could not
be supplied. Having npagris,and in need of an alternative to the steel helthet,

Dogras had their Regimental Depot at Jullundur pcedhesehesi topisn khaki. The
men, and the officers too, began to wear themwahédn official disapproval was
expressed, became proud of their unauthorized leaadg

The 3/14 Punjab took over from the Dogras on Numshigumd, idine Brigade
prepared a further assault to drive the enemy ffantle and the rest of the feature. But
the Japanese withdrew.

Had they not done so, another attack was to hase &de, this time by the 2nd West
Yorkshires , from the west up two long spurs tledtdip to Numshigum and Turtle. This
operation was planned but never executed. Insteadyattalion continued its patrolling
across country, the very openness of which madeathifficult task. But when our
patrols found that two important hills were unodegiby the Japanese_Point 3938, and
Runaway Hill, a very steep little feature guardihg road that ran up the left-hand side
of the Numshigum massif—both were occupied by f®¢h3]ats.

It was by Runaway Hill that the Division’s third &toria Cross was won. Before dawn on
April 6, during this original encircling movemedratt, a time when we could not be sure
when they would appear next, the Japanese attacieedf Colonel Gerty’s standing
patrols. By driving the Jats off, they securedlbtk that overlooked the main company
position. Jemadar Abdul Hafiz was ordered to raaapthe hill with two sections of his
platoon. After an artillery bombardment by Bastiath Field Regiment, Abdul Hafiz led
his Jats in to the attack. They charged up theitidlthat was bare of cover, sh6uting
their war-cry as they neared the top. Then theimgaitapanese opened fire with
machine-guns. On the approaching Jats they threvn dpenades. Jemadar Abdul Hafiz
was wounded at the outset. A bullet struck himhimleg. Yet he dashed forward and
seized the enemy machine-gun by the barrel, whiteheer Jat killed the Japanese
gunner.

The jemadar then took up a Bren gun dropped byobhes men who had fallen
wounded, and notwithstanding the heavy fire fromehemy positions on this hill and on
a feature to the flank, he shot a number of thadege soldiers. And so fiercely did he
lead his men that the enemy ran away: hence the Ramaway Hill. But Jemadar Abdul
Hafiz was mortally wounded in the chest, still griag his Bren gun. To his men he
shouted in his own language, “Reorganize ! | willegyou covering fire.” But ‘he died,
without having been able to pull the trigger. Hesvasvarded the Victoria Cross,
posthumously, and was the first Muslim soldier {a this decoration in the Second
World War.

Already before his assault upon Numshigum, the grigaa been active in the Iril Valley
, that ran from north to south down the right-ham® of Imphal town itself. He had
occupied the principal massif north of the plaimaiage that was higher than



Numshigum, though less dangerously close to Imgias expansive range stretched, as
far as the enemy’s hold upon its peaks was condefram the village of Mapao in the
south, with its white-painted American Baptist Messchurch standing out as a
distinctive landmark, northwards to Molvom, by wafya series of humps and crests
nicknamed Hump, Twin Peaks, Foston, Penhill, antieBuwbs. Parts of this ridge soared
to a height of five thousand feet above the seaalfdhat altitude above the plain itself.

It was at first thought that the Japanese hadsss®d a feature called Wakan, lying
between Molvom and Numshigum, but when a platoam@fWest Yorkshires , followed
by two companies, moved up the long climb to the tbey reported Wakan unoccupied.
Cree’s battalion established itself there.

On April 21 an operation order was issued from ESomal Headquarters, instructing
Nine Brigade to secure positions on the Mapao—Muwlvidge two days later. On the
left, the 3/9th Jats were to capture a saddle asmal hump called Wood Point, both a
short distance north of Mapao. On the right the Weskshires were to take Foston and
Penhill. Brigadier Salomons launched the attackAgmil 23. After Hurricanes had
bombed and strafed Mapao, and the guns of theidttd Regiment had added to the pall
of smoke and dust, the 3/4th Punjab fought thely wméo Mapao, and the Jats wound
their way up the steep hillside to the saddle, aimacked south along the ridge towards
Mapao Village . The operation succeeded on that, didit the West Yorkshires were
unable to gain a footing on their higher and maezipitous range of hills.

The beginning of May found Nine Brigade doing itsiast to clear the tenacious
Japanese from the ridge between Mapao and Poidt 43fistance of six miles by the
flight of an aircraft, but infinitely farther whesach hump and crest is followed from one
peak to the next. While the 2nd West Yorkshiresewerhold a firm base on Wakan hill
and send out fighting patrols to assail the préoys heights of Penhill and Foston,
Furney’s 3/i4th Punjab were, with a company ofitbA i th Sikhs under command, to
attack the enemy troops holding Hump and Twin Peaks

During this period 89 Brigade, which had recentiyvad in Imphal and was now under
General Briggs’ command, would hold Sengmai, aedrcdhe area of Kanglatongbi and
Ekban Ekwan. And Evans’ 123 Brigade would operaimfa firm base held by the
Dogras far up the Iril Valley . The 3/2nd Punjabulbpatrol north and west and the 2nd
Suffolks would send patrols to Nurathen and to Modh always on the alert for any
change in the enemy’s dispositions, constantlyisgek disrupt his lines of supply by
ambushing a mule convoy or destroying a stores daumatacking a group of enemy
soldiers. Villages where the Japanese habitualigioéd food were raided. Bashain
which some enemy soldiers were sleeping was shangheavy casualties inflicted. In
the course of these small raids and pinprick tacbar troops inflicted upon the enemy
more loss than we ourselves incurred.

But the main battles during the first part of Magres carried out by the battalions of
Nine Brigade. And no obstacle was more difficulbteercome, no hill was more fiercely
defended by the Japanese, than Hump, which faee8/14th Punjab as it looked north



from Mapao and Wood Point. Before the month wastbig battalion had attacked
Hump no less than seven times, and had sent padrtést the defences on many other
occasions. It was a corner slope, and refusecetd,yior all the effort, bravery, and loss
of life. Soon Hump stood out as a landmark on aetotiits bare face. Every wisp of
greenery was churned and burnt away by the shafldbambs that landed on that small
piece of hillside day after day, and often at nigttien our Gunners were shooting
harassing fire at the stubborn enemy.

On May 2 Hump was attacked by two platoons, buetiemy threw grenades and
opened fire as our sepoys approached the top. Eldiemney withdrew the platoons.
Two days later repeated attacks were launchedylbunt vain. One platoon was counter-
attacked by the Japanese when only ten yards fieraummit. It was estimated that the
enemy was holding this feature with at least tiplegoons, armed with a high proportion
of automatic weapons. And by the 5tb, when thel/lattacked yet again, the defenders
of Hump had been reinforced, for the opposition stéfer than ever.

The situation was serious. Nine Brigade was makimgrogress, and whatever the total
of casualties inflicted upon the Japanese, our cagoalties were mounting. It was
decided that on May 20 Furney’s battalion shoutdcktin strength, and to assist the
building up of supplies for this operation, Salormtiad a jeep track built by 20 Field
Company up the face of the hill to just below Mapao

But the attack on the 20th was no more succedsdnl its predecessors. Though one
platoon did reach the top, it was forced to withdkgy grenade-charger fire from the
reverse slopes. On May 22 four platoons reachedrtdst of Hump, after killing the
occupants of at least six pillboxes, and our memaiaed on the top for twenty-five
minutes, lobbing grenades into Japanese trencliesuarker positions. But eventually
we were forced off owing to a strong fusillade ahdwers of grenades from entrenched
positions, as before on the reverse slopes. Thesete slopes that our Gunners found
all but impossible to hit, and the bombing andfstgaby Hurricanes was disappointing
in its results. On the 24th the ridge between Esteaad Hump was strafed five times by
our aircraft, but when patrols toiled up next mogjithe enemy proved himself to be still
in very resolute possession of his points of vaamtédgtempts to gain a footing on the
ridge between Hump and Twin Peaks and then tokaHaap downhill from the

opposite direction, the east, also failed.

At the end of May the Japanese defenders weresttibp, having endured a tremendous
weight of shell and bomb and mortar fire. A prisoreported that the company holding
the ridge was reduced to seventy men, and thatdoddammunition were running low.
Given almost no respite by our Gunners, constdratipssed, almost isolated from their
fellows, often swathed in damp clouds, sometimesfroen the early rains, these fanatics
hung on to their solidly constructed bunkers, aaptlat bay our every jab, pinprick, and
full-scale onslaught. The monsoon broke in earaeghe 27th, and rain fell almost
without a break for forty-eight hours, turning eyérack into a morass, making slippery
every hillside path, and flooding many of the padidids.



The 2nd West Yorkshires had, during the first wekeklay, made attempts to gain a
footing on the ridge between Twin Peaks and MolvBatrolling had disclosed that the
enemy held all spurs running down from the ridgeoefforts were made to secure a
feature christened with the Yorkshire name of Buites. On the first occasion the
British troops were forced off the summit by ma@&iguns cleverly sited on reverse
slopes and in the long grass. The second attenmgpmaae by two companies, the one
attacking Buttertubs direct, the other marchinghi@r up the valley and climbing to
attack from the north near Molvom. The latter comp@aas delayed by the extremely
difficult nature of the ground, and had to advaimcdaylight, instead of under the cloak
of the hour before daybreak. When nearing Molvberhen were engaged by machine-
guns and grenade dischargers both from Buttermtd@aother Japanese position to the
north. All officers and the company sergeant-majere killed or/ wounded. And
Colonel Cree had to withdraw the company. Majo©Cara, soon to be awarded the
D.S.0. for his fine leadership throughout the caigmsin Arakan and Imphal, was
wounded in the jaw and evacuated to hospital.

On May g a third attempt was made, but althoughpa®on of ‘D’ Company did reach
its objective on top of Buttertubs, and beat o$haall counter-attack, its strength was by
this time so reduced by casualties that it was len@bconsolidate the ground won.

Meanwhile, the 3/9th Jats had been sent up th¥dtley with the purpose of attacking
the enemy’s line of communication in the NurathesaaBut the plan was changed, and
the battalion ordered to capture Point 4364. Agshermorning of April 30, this hill was
captured without opposition, Colonel Gerty was nostructed to capture the Molvom
ridge from the north, and so to help the 3/i4thjRoimn their battle for Hump, and the
West Yorkshires ' efforts to gain a foothold on TwReaks and the main ridge.

The Jats had two main objectives: first Murreeillanamed after the famous leave
station above Rawalpindi , and then Everest, 5{6&tl, the highest peak attacked by
troops of the Division since leaving Amba Alagigbryears before. In moonlight two
companies of Jats moved into thick cover on théeeaslopes of Murree. At 7 a.m. on
May 4, after an artillery concentration, ‘A’ and*Bompanies attacked. The lower
slopes were quickly taken. While ‘A’ Company condated, ‘D’ Company climbed
farther up towards the main crest. Japanese smpersedium machine-guns were
outflanked, and the position taken. Then Colonaetysgent forward Major S. Lambert’s
‘C’ Company to take Everest, four hundred feet bigihan Murree, and.lying nine
hundred yards to the south-west. After nightfaliribeert’'s men crept to within half that
distance, ready for the morning’s attack.

Early on May 5 the Company attacked by two routé® leading section on the left hand
was held up very soon after starting. Machine-qamsgrenades made it seemingly
impossible for any man to go forward alive. But tight-hand platoon did climb to

within twenty yards of the summit. The main oppiositcame from grenades thrown
from trenches ten yards away. Every time the Jasged up the slope they were driven
back by these hand grenades and by flanking machins. Meanwhile, grenade-
discharger shells had burst in Lambert’'s headqusréad the wireless set belonging to



the Gunner F.O.0. had been blown down the hill. 3ésgal was blown off the small
company wireless set, but this was repaired. Magonbert now committed his reserve
platoon on the right side, where the Jats had resd progress. Here the jungle was
extremely thick. - Lambert walked forward to examthe situation. As he neared one of
his forward platoons, a hand grenade burst dirextlpim. He was instantly killed.

And at this point, when Lambert’'s company had alyelaad forty-seven casualties,
Brigadier Salomons stopped all further attacks, ‘@hdompany was withdrawn from
the slopes of Everest.

Nor was this line of attack pursued. Instead, tivGerty’s companies remained to hold
Murree and Point 4364 while the rest of the baitatinoved across to Nine Brigade’s
firm base on Wakan, and here relieved the West for&s , who moved into reserve by
Runaway Hill. The Jats remained here three weglesating against the enemy in the
Everest—Penhill area, and patrolling Japanese aawds, water points, rest areas, and
all approaches to the Molvom ridge. One notabldaixpas the destruction by a platoon
of sixty maunds of rice, a serious loss to the-dagng Japanese troops, who were
already hard put to it to slip food and ammunitibrough our screen and carry it up to
the hilltops. As 123 Brigade was now switched agtosthe main road by Sengmai and
Kanglatongbi, to join 89 Brigade, General Briggsrested to Nine Brigade the task of
denying to the enemy all use of the Rilver as an L. of C., and of holding the ground
vacated by 123 Brigade.

This Imphal battle was a prolonged fight againseaemy who approached from every
side. The green plain must be held. The Japanese beudriven from the hills that had
been lost or never defended during the initial anght. No hill that dominated the plain,
no ridge or crest from which the enemy could theeatill further our very existence in
Imphal, could be left in his hands. One hill afserother was attacked by our aircraft,
guns, and infantry. Time and again our leadinggoas were forced back from the
summit by withering machine-gun fire from well-c@ated bunkers. The Japanese troops
endured the bombardments and constant harassiagwith a fortitude born of
fanaticism. When our men lost a hilltop, this hadbe recaptured without delay. And
patrols and columns were sent up and down theygatleat ran round the foot of these
hills, in order to cut the Japanese supply routessa to starve out the defenders on high.

These were weeks of failure and success, of slgggfiiort, often severe casualties, and
infectious disappointment. But slowly the tide dnagainst the enemy. Gradually his
grip upon the framework to the plain was brokemn dlbhis tenacity and aggression. All
this time the 17th, 20th, and 23rd Indian Divisiovere fighting south and east of
Imphal. Their battles were of the fiercest and nibsbdy nature. Brigades and battalions
were switched from one part of the front to angtdepending on any new Japanese
threat that had to be smothered, or on a counfensite planned by our own
commanders.

Every section, company, and battery within the Eiom was working at full stretch. The
Gunners, under the C. R.A., Brigadier Mansergh, theg gunpits out in the open paddy



fields, or in small re-entrants among the hillsdAhey fired day and night on targets that
varied frequently, but were most often on sumn#itsnight the flash of the guns slashed
the darkness that lay across the Imphal plain. Fhenping and the more distant
explosions echoed round the hillsides.

The Divisional Sappers, now commanded by Lieute@aibnel E.C. R. Stileman, were
hard pressed with the varied tasks laid upon tlereatest of these was the construction
of jeep tracks up the sides of certain hills. Thiegeks were needed to take supplies and
ammunition to the fighting troops—on a scale impcable with mules alone—and to
bring back on stretchers men who had been wounaddzhitle. The building of such
tracks was a formidable task, involving rock blagtiand the most skilful use of
bulldozers. Culverts and drainage systems wereiregjuand places where two jeeps
could pass. Water storage cisterns, tarpaulin weks, water points and pumping
equipment, bridges, tank routes—all these had touie strengthened, improved. There
were mines and booby traps to render harmlesseamdve. Many of the tracks used by
the mules were inadequate and needed constant.répai resources of the three Field
Companies and 44 Field Park Company (Major M. Keptiwere taxed to their limit
even in dry weather. But when the monsoon camevtité was delayed and became far
more difficult to achieve.

For Divisional Signals it was much the same. Proisiéaced their commander,
Lieutenant-Colonel E. J. C. Harrison, and had atxtaybe overcome. The fact that so
many battles were fought on the hilltops meanptatee lines of unusual length, and
supplies of cable almost unprecedented in the Dis past campaigns. Mile upon mile
of cable that in dry weather crossed the paddgdgieh the ground had to be raised on
poles when the rains flooded the fields. To laylesioip hillsides while keeping clear of
mule and jeep tracks taxed the ingenuity of theaiméinemen—Madrassis, Punjabi
Mussulmen, and Sikhs. The dispatch-riders takingsages and official letters between
brigade and battalion headquarters had long distattccover, and often when they
reached the foot of a hill no track existed for @an-cycle. The hill had to be climbed on
foot, and this lengthened the twice-daily delivesynd by several hours.

For mule-drivers the Imphal siege was a nightmsoegreat were the distances they had
to trudge, tugging their strings of mules from tadley up to the summit, from the crest
of one hill along a wooded ridge to the top of &eot and then down again to the valley
and across the paddy fields on a rough track tlaatdeep in dust when not surfaced with
soft mud. To keep the far scattered units of thediin supplied each day was a problem
admirably tackled by Lieutenant-Colonel R. A. Willand the companies of the Royal
Indian Army Service Corps, which had to collectre) rations, ammunition, clothing
and boots, saddles and straps for mules, and adahdwther items of infinite variety and
necessity.

It is necessary at this point to interrupt the awe and to turn aside from Imphal in
order to returp to Kohima and follow the final tbe$tamong the Naga Hills , and the
sequence of events that resulted.



By May 23 Brigadier Warren had collected his thpe#&alions together once more, and
161 Brigade was resting for a short period in Diara@n the 11th, after already severe
fighting and several vain assaults, the 6th Brigaidde 2nd British Division and the
33rd Brigade of Messervy’s Seventh Indian Divisiatjch was arriving at Dimapur

from Arakan, had started a full-scale attack agdhmes main positions in Kohima still

held by the Japanese: Kuki Picket, F.S.D., D.a8d Jail Hills. More than half of these
objectives were taken, though at severe cost leckdnd wounded. The 2nd Queens
captured Jail Hill, and the 4/1sth Punjab took B.&o confused did the fighting become
that the artillery were ordered to smoke the ertatleground, to allow our troops to dig
in. Such a rare smoke screen was a nightmare exyerfor the infantry. Two days later,
and after a day when fighting was prevented byatbather, the ruins of the District
Commissioner’s Bungalow were recaptured. By theddritle day, the whole of Kohima
had been wrested from the enemy. So ended one dldbdiest periods of fighting
known on any front. In this bitter struggle, comiesrof the 1/1 Punjab and 4/7th
Rajputs took over ground that had been regained th® enemy. And the batteries of the
24th Mountain Regiment, fired thousands of roumdsupport of those attacks.

A description has been preserved of Kohima at tttkod the battle. “There was not a
tree standing that was not blasted and litterezintbre primitive houses were knocked
flat, and others were holed and battered beyomupretton. The place stank. The earth
everywhere was ploughed up with shell fire, and &nmemains lay rotting as the battle
raged over them. Flies swarmed everywhere, andphett with incredible speed men
retched as they dug in, and a priority task waddar up as far as possible. But even then
the stink hung in the air’ and permeated one’sh@stand hair. It made one realize once
again how sub-human the Japs were. A bunker waslfwuwhich about twenty men had
fought and lived for several days—a bunker littength their dead companions and their
own excreta. These are memories one would likerget, but they are inevitably linked
with the name ‘Kohima’

Now 161 Brigade was placed under the command osdwenth Indian Division, which
had completed its move from Arakan. Warren’s trotmok the place of 89 Brigade,
which was now fighting under General Briggs in IrapfThe Division’s final objective
was to capture Tuphema, some twenty-two miles soukohima, thus guarding the 2nd
Division’s left flank. But its first task was to ep the track eastwards from Kohima to
Jessami and, by operating in the hills north of ike&h to clear such villages as
Cheswema and Nerhema, thereby protecting thednadfng the main road between
Dimapur and Kohima.

It was stressed by Fourteenth Army Headquartetsthaffort must be spared either by
the 2nd or 7th Division to open the road to Implfad,with the monsoon rains falling it
was becoming increasingly difficult to supply thergson by air. It was precisely with

the object of delaying the opening of this roadhtphal that the Japanese 3ist Division
was deployed north-east and south of Kohima. Tleengrplanned to deny us the Jessami
track as a base for any outflanking move roungbsstions. For the first time on the
Kohima front the enemy was, on his own admissionthe defensive, and he was
preparing for stubborn if not desperate resistainbe.hill country was formidable in its



nature, for the height ranged from 3,000 feet envalleys to 8,000 feet on the ridges,
and any operations that aimed at speed were boubpel testricted to the few roads and
tracks. And the track to Tuphema would not be gaesaven to jeeps, once the monsoon
rains fell in their full deluge.

But problems of supply and movement also faced#panese troops, whose lines of
communication were long and tedious. Rice and rtinegt might find where they did
battle, but not ammunition, which had to be’ catrilbrough the wild hills from the
distant Chindwin River. The lengths of the enemwe main supply routes both
exceeded a hundred miles.

On the southern front of Kohima, Grover’s 2nd BhtDivision was to attack along the
Aradura Spur towards Phesema. Having captured,tttessadvance would be pressed
south along the road to Imphal. On May 27-28 Greveattalions attacked the Aradura
Spur and, although not all objectives were attaigedsiderable ground was gained in
the face of the most tenacious resistance. Thendapdound themselves obliged to
counterattack, but to no abiding effect.

During the first fortnight of June the 2nd Divisiamade strenuous efforts to dislodge the
Japanese from the line they were defending betWemmema, Kidima, and Kekrima.

Here was encountered fierce opposition. Here warght most bloody engagements,

and the British battalions made several vain argflgassaults against the enemy’s
positions before they achieved success. But oreddpanese main defence line had been
broken, the Division’s advance became more rapiddie enemy offered but intermittent
and temporary resistance from hastily preparedipasiat ‘various points along the

Imphal road.

Meantime, 114 Brigade advanced along the Jessaak, tand 6i Brigade under General
Messervy’s. direction had begun to pursue the ensonyrwards along the Bokajan
track, and to drive him from the villages north armtth-east of Kohima, centred upon
Merema and Chedema. On June 6 the news of thaamvasFrance coincided happily
with the successful opening of the Brigade’s dal@ng the jeep track. But the monsoon
weather appalled all who fought beneath its teerfung It barely ceased to rain, and the
mules of the battalions and of the 24th MountaigiRent in support were generally
walking hock deep in mud. The mule drivers perfatraa outstanding service in
ferrying stores and ammunition to the forward tr@agmn achievement only equalled by
the young Indian jeep drivers who drove ‘their ledgeeps and trailers along the
treacherous tracks, bringing ammunition to the guitisout fail, but living through
nightmare journeys to do so.

At this period a special jeep supply column wasnied from a London Territorial
Regiment. In its ranks ‘were numbered many Londomdrivers. General Messervy

tells a story of one of these jeep crews. “All mpeoduce tough, brave soldiers, but only
the British soldier really has that sense of degema kindly humanity which nothing
can upset.



“A Jap was seen skulking in a bush near Jessanthebgide of the track. Out leapt the
Gunners and seized him. ‘Shall we kill the littlesbard ? It's what he and his like
deserve.’. . - ‘Oh, no, we can’t. We’'ll take hiradik with us.’ “After a few hundred
yards—"Ere, Tojo, you look pretty miserable. ‘Avéag.”A mile farther on they had a
puncture, and it was ‘Come on, Tojo, give us a ldBy the time Kohima was reached,
‘Tojo’ was a mascot, if not a friend.”

By June 10 the Brigade were nineteen miles aloagléssami track, with the 4/7th
Rajputs in Kekrima, and the Royal West Kents atkabama. For two days the Rajputs
were blocked by the Japanese on a hill named @hatt when the 1/1st Punjab made
an outflanking march to skirt Kekrima to the noest and occupied three hills aptly
named Faith, Hope, and Charity, the enemy withdfgve. 15th saw 161 Brigade in
Pfutse-Ro, but faced with ever-increasing problefrsupply and maintenance, problems
raised by the monsoon and by the extended linemitunication.

On June 17 the two Indian battalions cut the Tu@endharasom track, along which the
Japanese had left ample evidence of their reaght:fldead mules, discarded boots,
clothing, recently opened fish and meat tins, astheamp fires—some still smoking

—and fresh footprints. The £}1 Punjab reached Milestone 78 on this track nayt Hut
beyond this point 161 Brigade’s advance farthertwes blocked by heavy landslides.
Accordingly, the Brigade was brought back to th@hal road, while the 171 Punjab
remained to guard the Kharasom track until relieethe Bombay Grenadiers - of 268
Brigade, which arrived to take over the positioh8ogadier Warren’s three battalions.

So soon as the road to Imphal was opened, 161 drigeved into Imphal, and 33
Brigade of Messervy’s Seventh Division was senbsgicountry to eject the enemy from
Ukhrul, operating with columns from the 20th anddBdian Divisions. But the
sequence of events has been forestalled, and weretush to the battlefront of Imphal,
to follow the hard-fought advance of the- Fifth i Division northwards up the road to
Kohima, to meet the 2nd Division and to crush #me fosing Japanese like nuts in a
nutcracker.

During the second half of May Evans’ 123 Brigad#led north from Sengmai to gain
ground along the Kohima road. The ground was diffj¢che jungle thick, and the site of
our dumps in Kanglatongbi wired and mined. Asttigie road the three battalions took
their turn in hammering at the Japanese. The ghtle@8th Field Regiment supported
our attacks, and Hurricanes of the Royal Air Fdyombed and strafed enemy-held
positions when called upon to do so. Road-blockktbde cleared, enemy troops driven
from bends in the road, from hillocks that overledkhis road, from stream beds and
patches of jungle on the right of the road.

89 Brigade was also fighting up the road. But fevesek almost no progress was made.
Then the Japanese did quit a low hill named Pyraamdhe left of the road, that had
delayed our advance, and 123 Brigade’ moved forwatte northern outskirts of
Kanglatongbi, sixteen miles north of Imphal itsd@lhen General Briggs changed his



plans, for it was now of the first importance ttta road towards Kohima be opened.’
The Japanese on Hump and Twin Peaks and Molvomstaystvhere they were,
prevented from taking the offensive against ounklaand perhaps a successful drive up
the road below them would force them to leave thrly defended hilltops.
Accordingly, at the beginning of June Nine Brigaaes brought across to the road, to
reinforce Brigadier Evans’ three battalions, thd Suffolks, 3/2nd Punjab, and 1/17th
Dogras.

While 89 Brigade took over our positions on Wakegapao, and Runaway Hill, and
Nine Brigade settled into Sengmai and Kanglatongbans’ 123 Brigade, which had
been fighting up this road for some weeks, continieebattle its way forward along the
line of foothills that ran parallel with the road the eastern side below Molvom. Such a
move was no easy one. Space had to be found te leagh battalion, Brigade
Headquarters, and the Gunner Regiment attachedigicase 4th Field Regiment
commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel George Bastin)rdas no direct route across, and
vehicles, men, and mules had either to go righk loato Imphal and out again along the
main road to Kohima, or find their way by a seésough tracks made by cutting down
the earth bunds that cut the paddy fields intcaregies. And when the rains came many
of these tracks became at once unusable.

On the 6th it was Nine Brigade’s turn to take tbed. While Furney’s 3/i4th Punjab set
out on a left hook to cut the road’ behind the epatma culvert nicknamed London
Bridge, the West Yorkshires prepared to assauahill on the left-hand side of the
road called Zebra. After an airstrike on the 6tl an artillery concentration upon Zebra
early on the morning of the 7th, ‘C’ Company unbijor J. B. Miller, supported by
tanks of the 7th Cavalry, moved forward to attaBk Company guarded the L. of C. of
the 3/14th Punjab, while ‘D’ Company and anotheofr of Stuart tanks took up
positions to guard the flat, open ground on thhtraf the road, by the Imphal Turel.
Before the attack began, ‘A’ Company had moved ddoehind Zebra.

It should be noted here that the Divisional amyllainder Brigadier Mansergh, was
restricted to six rounds per day per gun. This bhadhclude defensive and harassing fire,
and was only relaxed when a regiment was shoatirsgipport of a set-piece attack.

The attack succeeded, and Miller's men took Zew@ygh the ground had to be fought
for yard by yard. The Japanese from their bunkefsrdled stubbornly, and had to be
driven out from one position after the other. Thgotive was not finally taken until six
o’clock that evening, and the West Yorkshire conypaas heavily mortared during the
night. And next day a Japanese light machine-gddesuly started firing in the middle of
our positions. It was quickly silenced. The tankevheld up on the road by mines, and
Lieutenant Yearsley in charge of the Sapper mirteati@g party that went forward with
the leading infantry platoon was wounded.

Our own casualties were twenty, mostly wounded, tavgahty six Japanese bodies were
recovered after the battle. Further advance upnthie road was for the time being
prevented by a road-block three hundred yards radritebra. This block was covered by



a 75mm. gun and a platoon of Japanese. When ‘D’'gaomand a troop of the 3rd
Dragoon Guards tried to clear the obstacle, they iarced to withdraw.

Meanwhile, the 3/14th had been engaged in heawifig in the enemy’s rear. They had
come on to the road a little farther south thaanded, and were attacked throughout the
night of June 8/9. ‘C’ Company under Major Anthargssed the road and secured one
of the line of hills east of the road. It was nanselieak, the centre of three, the others
being Pip and Wilfred. The latter was held by theray, who attacked Anthony’s men
three times during the night of their arrival. Whbae Punjabis tried to evict the Japanese
from Wilfred they were unable to do so. Colonelray had brought the rest of his
battalion up to London Bridge , distinctive bywihite railings on either side of the road,
and on the night of the 9th/10th a large forceifty apanese soldiers bumped into the
Punjabi positions and were, scattered and mauldtibyg. Fourteen bodies were counted
next morning, and much wireless and other equipmastcollected. But time was
pressing. The road could not be opened until thd-tdock was cleared. The 3/14th
Punjab had taken three days’ rations on their mamati had now to be supplied by
parachute drop, but this was difficult in the aireaolved, and certain important items
could not be dropped without considerable warnieigd given. Anthony’s company on
Squeak was alone and surrounded, with the enenayrggjitter parties, even though

they did not launch a serious attack.

But in the meantime 123 Brigade had made good pssgalong the ridge of foothills

east of the road. Led by th&SBuffolks (now commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel K. C
Menneer), they had attacked two features named BwadJames , by Modbung village,
throughout the first nine days of June. The figiptiad been severe, and when the
Sappers built a track up to the summit and thesatiknbed up to assist the infantry, they
got into difficulty. One tank slid over the edgea$pur and had to be abandoned. The
monsoon rains had made the slopes slippery, an@ke needed winches to enable
them to reach the crest of the hill. The countrg Wackly wooded; the hills were
surrounded by waterways that made any advancersiii difficult than it would
otherwise have been against a determined enemy.

All day long on June 7 the Suffolks attacked Isdaut,were held up by enemy troops on
the reverse slopes. In the day’s fighting we lasekilled and twenty-eight wounded. On
the 8th a strike by Hurricanes produced little lesund one of the tanks was hit and blew
up; the crew escaped.

Next day Isaac was cleared, and the 3/9th Jat®etinup to Modbung to resume the
advance. This was on the 11th, and the attack wasessful. Three tanks had roared up
to the top, and waited in the cover of thick treeekelp the Jat companies forward along
the line of hills. But there was no need, for whies infantry went forward that afternoon
they found that the enemy had vanished into thieyslWe secured all the hills, and the
Jats linked up with the 3/14th Punjab company oned§.

That same morning tanks and the West Yorkshireg@tethe road-block, after an
intense concentration by mortars. The enemy Igfesn dead. Meanwhile the 3/14th had



pushed up the road as far as the ruined villaggafdrmaina , and the road was clear to
that point by the evening of June 12.

On June 13 the Jats advanced northwards from Sqoé@kfred. They had orders to
brush aside slight enemy opposition and, when thie dapanese defences were
encountered, to consolidate their ground. Thres’dayn had made the very steep slopes
of this ridge slippery. It was impossible to supfilg leading companies by mule. Trees
grew thickly on the hills, and even where the jenigad clearings, these were covered in
high elephant grass that impeded our progressletaeng Jat company under Major
Sanson drove some enemy outposts off a knob daifedAnd when ‘C’ Company
passed through to occupy Button, another thousarakyarther north along the ridge,

the enemy offered no resistance.

Jat patrols now crept through the jungle to prdieedefences of the main hill along this
ridge, Liver. There seemed to be little oppositiBat this supposition proved to be false,
when an attack was made at half-past two by Capaskett’s guerilla platoon and a
platoon of Rowling’s ‘B’ Company, led by a newlyined officer named Armstrong. The
Japanese on~ Liver threw down scores of grenades. fbiur machine-guns took a
saddening toll. Armstrong and his jemadar were#ilMuskett was wounded by a
grenade, and the ‘B’ Company platoon suffered litvagnty-four wounded and two
killed out of a strength of twenty-seven.

The Jat, probably the best farmer in Northern Indi@ames from the Eastern Punjab ,
Delhi Province , the Rajputana States and the dritt@vinces . In the Hindu hierarchy
he occupies a position below that of the Rajpui wghof the warrior class that for so
long strongly opposed the Muslim invasion of IndBut the Jat has also a long and
memorable history as a fighting man. He is a gadr of animals and all living
creatures, and venerates the cow as a sacred alm@dt more than does even the
Brahmin. Possibly this explains his inordinate l@¥enilk and of foods made from milk.
Some Jats, especially those from the Eastern Pum@ber touch meat in any form, and
dislike any dish prepared from animals, birds shfi

The Jat is of independent character, somewhatiraot of those he does not know, but
his sense of humour is marked. And he loves a patyd a commundlugga,which he
produces and lights on every possible, and somstimpossible, occasion.

On the cross-roads below Eye, in the ruins of vilaak been Safarmaina village, the West
Yorkshires had established their headquartersparttie road thronged men and mules,
jeeps and the tanks of Major Dimsdale’s squadrah@f3rd Carabiniers, now supporting
Nine Brigade. All day and all night the rain poumvn. The Jats on the ridge, having
neither bedding nor waterproof sheets, remainekiisgavet for hours on end. Even
those more fortunate soldiers who had tents oatdims, or members of Brigade
Headquarters who lived in derelict lorries that baeén towed from a nearby dump,
found it hard to keep dry. Puddles grew wider aeepér. Water rushed down the
hillsides, flooded the streams that already weagnimg brown torrents, and tore down
plank bridges. The river, which had been fordablenae-depth, was now swirling



branches along at great speed. And men who undressktried to ford the torrent were
soon out of their depth. Soldiers squelched thranghes of water in the fields, and
hoisted themselves up slippery paths by meansasiches and telephone cables. The
mules laden with supplies for the Jats struggletilacked and floundered up the muddy
hillside. Over the dark green peaks to the westh@iroad hung a white mist, and the
whole valley became more depressing and sombieedsours passed. Even the sun
when it broke through the low clouds did littleredieve the gloom that prevailed.

The date was now June 15. After an early strafeldnyicanes, Liver was attacked by
Major Risal Singh’s ‘A’ Company of Jats. When twlafoons reached within a hundred
yards of the top, fierce fire from bunkers on néiglring hills held up the climbing
infantry, whose sole line of approach was a baue. s had occurred before, our shells
and bombs, far from ousting the enemy, had effégtdaninished what cover grew on
the upper slopes. Risal Singh withdrew his merltwahe tanks and guns to fire a
concentration, but this failed to silence the Jagarmachine-guns, which, as usual, were
placed where artillery fire could not reach therheii a platoon from ‘C’ Company
pushed up from Button by way of Carter to withiretwy yards of the crest of Liver, only
to be driven back by showers of grenades.

-Later, as a result of a two minutes’ concentratariiver and its neighbouring hilltops,
and of a prolonged burst of firing from two troogfganks at all the re-entrants
separating these features, ‘C’ Company (Major dnglzell) was able to secure Carter.
Here the Jats spent a terrible night in pouring,raverlooked by the Japanese on Liver
at a range of one hundred yards. Next day Coloeefyhad to withdraw the company.

In the meantime Cree’s West Yorkshires had beeereddto capture an enemy road-
block that was level with Liver but divided fromethills by the flooded, swirling Imphal
Turel. The three buildings shown on the map haah Iméeknamed Diriffield, and the
nullahs through the jungle there were known as 8walise, and Avon. One company
was to infiltrate round the flank and cut the rdsthind Driffield at a low ridge called
Octopus. When this had been reached, a second ocgrappported by tanks would
advance along the road, with a ‘scissors’ bridgertable the broken bridge to be crossed.

While moving across a nullah, the leading ‘D’ Compacommanded by Major Brian
Sellars, were suddenly fired at from two directions of the close jungle. Sellars and his
second-in command, Mallinson, being mortally wouhdefused to be carried back, for
this would have endangered other men’s lives. Blia& ordered his company, who had
in these brief and alarming moments suffered masyalties, to make their way back.
They should try to cross the road and rejoin thteaban by way of the more open strip of
country near the Imphal Turel. This was done, andllsparties of West Yorkshires did
succeed in getting back in the course of that tfisas day. But of a total of three officers
and seventy-four other ranks who set out, onlyGbmpany Sergeant-Major and forty-
seven men returned. And of these, twenty had beemeed. The remainder of the
operation was cancelled.



The Division was not making progress. Something newst be tried, for neither the
West Yorkshires nor the Jats could make headwapnstg@solute and well-prepared
enemy resistance. General Slim had ordered thdintiteof our northward advance from
Imphal should be Kangpokpi, a village another sawdas ahead. But it seemed that
even this would be reached first by the hurryind Bnitish Division, which had by now
reached Milestone 78, thirty miles south of Kohima.

General Briggs conferred with Salomons at Nine &gy Headquarters. It was decided
that the 3/14th Punjab , now commanded by Lieute@afonel H. C. A. Baker, who had
been second-in-command for a long period, wereakena left hook through the jungle.
The road was to be cut behind the Japanese, ahomvitfeature called Octopus seized.
Possession of this would give our troops a domiggpiosition by the road. The object
would be to force the enemy holding Liver and Deifi to retire, for fear of being cut off
and destroyed.

The battalion set off on June 19, and by eightogklnext morning had reached their
assembly point on the left flank. When the guepliatoon reported that the bend in the
road by Octopus was clear of enemy troops, Bakdrlgs companies forward to occupy
the hill. This was achieved, without mishap, butilyithe afternoon the two leading
companies were attacked three times by the Japambeeealized the danger of Indian
troops in their rear, and made fierce efforts tetaliem before they could establish firm
positions. But every attack was repulsed.

Meanwhile, a still wider left hook had been ordentdds time for 123 Brigade. The 3/2nd
Punjab and I/17th Dogras had been sent througjutigge on the left flank with the
object of cutting the road in two places near tathkdnambi, three miles south of
Kangpokpi. It had been intended that the Dograsilsheross the road at Milestone 109
(from Dimapur) and establish two companies orsmiar Heinoupok on the east of the
road, behind Liver; but progress through the jurvgges seriously delayed by heavy rain,
which impeded both porters and mules, who were peggsed enough making their way
without tracks to follow.

On the morning of June 21, a day on which the 2nsD@n advanced sixteen miles as
far as Milestone i 03, three squadrons of Hurriberatbombed and strafed Liver for half
an hour. Then ‘A’ and ‘C’ Companies of Gerty ‘Sslatho had lain in cover on the bank
of the Imphal Turel, advanced up to capture a Idmeb called Pill, just above the road
and to the west below Liver. Its possession wouté gur troops a ‘much needed
alternative axis of advance on the summit. Twenityutes later the artillery fired a
concentration so close to Risal Singh’s men thatetlsepoys were wounded by our own
shells, but this was worth it, for Pill was takdie enemy had left their trenches when
the shelling began, and had not time to reoccuply ttefences before the Jats rushed in
and drove the Japanese off the hillock.

At one o’clock a second airstrike was delivereds ttme not on Liver itself but on Milk
Loaf, a feature that overlooked it from the nofibe hundred yards away. During this
bombardment Risal Singh and two platoons had cldnigefrom Pill, Major J. Campbell



had brought his ‘C’ Company up towards Liver frdme south-west, and was lying up in
thick cover two hundred yards from the top, ands®ais ‘D’ Company had worked
forward from Button towards Carter. Another plataeas to get astride the spur joining
Liver and Milk Loaf, and so take the enemy in tearr The Jats would in this way
approach from four different directions.

Then, at half past one, the 4th and 28th Field iReqgts, aided by a troop of 8th Medium
Regiment, fired a concentration that lasted threeutes and provided spectators with an
awe-inspiring spectacle as the shells tore intdhth&des, ripped off branches, splintered
trees, flung up earth, and covered Liver in smake dust. The three Jat companies
climbed up as far as was. safe, and Risal Singhdoe bump below Liver and above
Pill. But while reconnoitring for a further advandhis fine officer, who had won a
Military Cross on Nurnshigum, was killed by a busétmachine-gun fire from a
Japanese bunker. This was a severe loss to ttadidatiMajor Campbell left Risal
Singh’s company where it was, and went on with pladoons to attack Liver.

In his turn, was held up by savage fire that cred¢ldown the bare slope. Meanwhile, the
platoon trying to force itself on to the spur behibiver had lost many men in the
attempt, and Sanson’s men had only been able toagéwoting on the slopes of Liver.
Though a few Jats did get on the summit, they \eegen off by grenades and fire from
Milk Loaf.

In view of the many casualties suffered, Coloneftserdered his companies to
consolidate where they were for the night. At danemt day Jat patrols found Liver and
Milk Loaf abandoned. The Japanese, having had dndwgl slipped away by night. The
3/9th Jats had lost thirty-three officers and mifled and 111 wounded in the fighting
that week.

On June 22 men of the I/17th Dogras met troopsiefand British Division at Milestone
109 on the Kohima—Imphal road. At two o’clock tladternoon a formal meeting by the
roadside took place between Lieutenant-Generalf@bpcommanding Thirty-Three
Corps, and Major-General Grover, commander of tieRivision, on the one hand, and,
on the other, Brigadier Salomons of Nine Brigadee Toad had been opened after
prolonged efforts and severe loss of life. And tiight the first convoy drove into

Imphal from the north, the headlights shining itite darkness like a beacon of victory.

Nine Brigade was now withdrawn into reserve in hi@dfpuildings north-west of Imphal,
while | 23 Brigade stayed for a few days in theaas&Keithelmanbi, before moving to
the south of Imphal, towards Bishenpur and Bun Baza

The decisive battle had ended. Imphal had beeevesdi The Japanese forces had
received a severe mauling on the plain and suriogrdlls. Indeed, the flower of their
army had been destroyed. ‘They had attacked Iaeg sdfich attacks could achieve any
result. And the enemy was now faced with no alt@radut to retreat south and west
through the hills towards the Chindwin , at theghéiof the monsoon.



General Briggs asked for a rest. He had been tplddneral Scoones that operations
would stop for, the monsoon, and that we shouldadetince beyond the 34th milestone
south of Imphal. The plan for this had already bewade, and now Briggs told Scoones
that he felt stale, having had no break since #grming of the war. General Auchinleck
had asked for either Messervy or Briggs to comnRRadchi area, the training ground for
Burma . The two events coincided. Briggs acceptechew post, and General Slim
agreed. If ever a man deserved a rest it was Briggdor the Division he had led for
two years in Desert and Jungle his departure wesgady.

To fill his place Brigadier Geoffrey Evans was piaed.
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